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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH MINISTER OF INTERIOR 
REF: OUAGADOUGOU 2723 (NOTAL) 

1 . LT COL SOME, MINISTER OF INTERIOR AND SECURITY, 

TOLD THE AMBASSADOR ON JULY 22 THAT HE WAS EXTREMELY 
WORRIED ABOUT THE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SITUATION IN 
UPPER VOLTA. REFERRING TO PRESIDENT T.AMTZ, ANA'S MEETING 
WITH THE CEREAL MERCHANTS ON JULY 19, SOME SAID THAT 
HE HAD URGED THE PRESIDENT TO TAKE A TOUGH POSITION 
WITH THE MERCHANTS BUT THAT HE HAD BEEN OVERRULED 
BY OTHER MINISTERS. THE RESULT WAS THAT THE PRESIDENT'S 
POSITION HAD BEEN CONSIDERABLY WEAKENED AT A TIME 
WHEN THERE IS A GREAT DEAL OF DISCONTENT AMONG THE 
MASSES OVER FOOD PRICES AND THE SHORTAGE OF CEREALS. 

2. TURNING TO THE RECENT STRIKE AT THE OUAGADOUGOU 
AIRPORT, SOME SAID THAT NOTHING HAD BEEN SETTLED AND THAT 
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THERE WAS TALK NOW OF A GENERAL STRIKE BY ALL FOUR 
TRADE UNION FEDERATIONS DURING THE MONTH OF AUGUST. 

IF THE TRADE UNIONS GAVE THE REQUIRED 15 DAYS NOTICE 
TO THE GOVERNMENT FOR A GENERAL STRIKE, THERE WAS NOTHING 
THAT THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR AND SECURITY COULD DO 
ABOUT IT, AND IF THE PURPOSE OF THE STRIKE WAS TO PROTEST 
AGAINST FOOD PRICES AND THE SHORTAGE OF CEREALS, IT 
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WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY BE VERY SUCCESSFUL. THIS WOULD FURTHER 
WEAKEN THE GOVERNMENT. THE FACT THAT THE 1977 PLANTING 
SEASON HAD STARTED SO BADLY BECAUSE OF POOR RAINS 
SUGGESTED THAT THE HARVEST THIS YEAR WOULD BE EVEN 
SMALLER THAN LAST YEAR WHICH WOULD LEAD TO FURTHER 
DISCONTENT. SOME CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT HE WAS VERY 
PESSIMISTIC ABOUT THE PROSPECTS FOR PEACEFUL CHANGE TO 
CIVILIAN RULE, AND HE COMPARED THE PRESENT SITUATION 
TO THAT PREVAILING IN 1966 WHEN PRESIDENT YAMEOGO 
WAS OVERTHROWN AND REPLACED BY THE MILITARY REGIME OF 
PRESIDENT LAMIZANA. 

3. COMMENT: LT COL SOME IS A TOUGH, FORCEFUL 
SOLDIER WHO NORMALLY EXUDES OPTIMISM AND SELF- 
CONFIDENCE. THAT HE SHOULD BE WILLING TO EXPRESS 
HIMSELF IN SUCH PESSIMISTIC TERMS INDICATES THAT THE 
SITUATION IS INDEED SERIOUS. THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT 
HIGH FOOD PRICES, GEREAL SHORTAGES, POOR PROSPECTS 
FOR THE 1977 HARVEST, COUPLED WITH A LACK OF PROGRESS 
TOWARDS A RETURN TO CIVILIAN RULE, HAVE CREATED 
A CLIMATE OF DISCONTENT WHICH THE TRADE UNIONS AND 
OPPOSITION POLITICANS ARE LIKELY TO EXPLOIT IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE. GRAHAM 
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